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The simple lines in this coffee table
follow the modern trend and will look
well with similar modern pieces of fur-
niture. A light colored wood such as
birch, maple or bleached mahogany is
best for this type of design. White oak
with a light filler could also be used.

The top is made of ¥ inch plywood
with one side good. The balance is ¥
inch solid stock. You can get all four
legs from one piece of stock 3% inches
wide by 3114 inches long. These legs are
taper cut on the circular saw with a
taper jig (Fig. 1). After taper cutting,
the legs are cut on an angle with the
miter gage set at 80°. Note: Straight
edge must be against miter gage body.
(Fig. 2 and Photo #3). Note the
straight edge of the leg is on the outer
side of the table, the tapered edge on the
inside. The legs are dowled to the top
cleats and end stretchers with 5/16 inch
dowels. Assemble and glue this portion of
the table first. Next screw fasten the end
cleats with the legs to the underside of
the top using three #8 x 114 inch flat
head wood screws in each cleat, see side
view of drawing. At this point also

dowel and glue the center stretchers to
the side stretchers. Before assembling
the table, make sure all pieces are
cleaned and all sharp edges sanded
smooth. This will eliminate a lot of un-
necessary hard work later on.

The top edging frame is made of %
x 1% inch stock. Rabbets 14 inch deep
are cut to house the table top panel thus
hiding the core stock of the plywood,
(see Fig. 3). The corners are mitered
and fitted around the panel top. Nail
and glue the strips in place. Set the nails
and cover up the holes with plastic
wood.

Sand all parts thoroughly with 3-0
and 6-0 garnet paper. If you wish to
finish your table light and are using
birch or maple, apply two thin coats of
white shellac, sanding with 6-0 garnet
paper between coats. For a final coat
apply spar varnish. If you wish to obtain
a satin like finish, rub- with pumic or
rottenstone and oil after varnish has
dried. You can substitute rubbed effect
varnish in place of the spar varnish and
rubbing compounds.

No. of Pieces Name Size
S T e e Yx2x16
2 Top Side Cleats.. % x2'%; x 16%
2 Side Stretchers ..3 x 1% x16%
2 Center Stretchers. 3 x 1V x 328
12 Dowels ....... ¥ dia. x 11 long
T Top (Panel) iiiiiis % x 19 x 37

v

Top Edging Strips
Bads} ... ox 1% x 20

Top Edging Strips
(Sides) .........% x11 x38
Flat Head Wood Screws. #8 x 11
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